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compulsorily optional

Seminar: 2 hours weekly/26 hours per semester of study; face to face (classroom mode) 
3

3rd  semester in the 2nd  year (full-time) 
                                            5th  semester in the 3rd  year (part-time) 

Master´s
none 

include evaluation of activities below: 
     1. Term paper writing project (5-8 pages) 30% 
     2. Active participation 20% (attendance, class activities, consultation) 
     3. Presentation 20% 
     3. Test 30% 
 Passing grade: 60% and above

Upon completion of the course, students are able to explain pre-independence Africa, as well as, 
the most pressing problems African countries have faced since independence. They are able to 
describe why state institutions are weaker in African continent as compared to other developing 
regions, why the economic growth is slow in Africa. They are able to provide a comprehensive 
assessment and describe why some African countries have been plagued by high levels of 
political violence while comparably others have not, whether the current approach of major 
actors of the West and the East  in Africa is designed to "save" Africa or own interest. They are 
able to suggest proposals that aim at improving and maintaining political accountability and 
sustainable development in the continent. 

1. Introduction to contemporary African Politics (an overview)   
2. Pre-Colonial and Colonial Politics in Africa  
3. The Slave Trade and European Rule in Africa 
4. Nationalism, Pan-Africanism and Independence  
5.  The Scramble for Africa and legacies of Colonial Rule 
6.  Post-Colonial Politics (Decolonization, the State in Contemporary Africa)    
7. Salient Social Identities and Politics (Race, Ethnicity, Class, Gender, Religion) 
8. Political Regimes and Political Change (Praetorianism to failed state) 
9. Patronage Politics and the African Voter (The Quest for Democracy) 
10. Explaining Africa’s “Growth Tragedy” (African Political Economy) 
11. The Politics and Economics of Foreign Aid  (Structural Adjustment, Globalization) 
12. Explaining Political Violence in Africa (Humanitarian intervention) 
13. Civil wars and post-conflict recoveries in Africa, integration efforts
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 The course is provided only in the case it is chosen by at least 16 students. 
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